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Fig 1.1
Back-alley as a community landscape 

(Martin, 1996)
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INTRODUCTION TO THESIS

My thesis adopts the theme of critical care. Looking at the North East 
Inner City (NEIC) area, I have discovered that there are many unsued 
and vacant spaces that take the form of laneways scattered throughout 
the urban landscape. These spaces feel unsafe and forgotten. If we 
continue to neglected these spaces, then this will continue to contribute 
to the unsavaoury character of the area and the community which 
resided around them will feel left behind and invisable.

“In the most generalised sense, care [is] a species activity that includes 
everything that we do to maintain, continue and repair our ‘world’ so 
that we can live in it as well as possible. That world includes our bodies, 
ourselves and our environment, all of which we seek to interweave in a 

complex, life sustaining web.” 
(Albany, NY: 

SUNY Press, 1990)

I have decided to based my thesis design project in the heart of these 
laneways whilst keeping the theme of critical care to the forefront. My 
hope is that this project can be used as a precedeny to demonstrate 
how the laneways of the NEIC can be activated, shedding a positive 
light to the area and surrounding community.

I. Preface
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Fig 1.2
Proposed Elevation



AGENCY AND THE LANEWAY

It was North East inner city Dublin, the morning was dull and dreary, but 
I was eager to get a headstart and observe the chosen site. I paced up and 
down Clonliffe Road studying the Georgian houses, taking notes and making 
sketches, hoping something would jump out at me. Unfortunately, I was 
without luck, after two hours of monotonous inspection, I packed up my 
rucksack and made my way for home. Unfamiliar with the area, I took the 
wrong turn and found myself on a quiet side street. I had just realised my 
mistake and as I turned back on my steps, I spotted something fascinating. 
It was almost like observing a parallel world, something out of a children’s 
storybook. “In another moment down went Alice after it, never once 
considering how in the world she was to get out again” (Carroll, 1865).

It was a laneway left lonesome and so lengthy it ran off into the distance. As I 
crept along with caution I noticed how overgrown with weeds and rubbish it 
was, a mattress and old bookshelf seemed to be the only things inhabiting the 
space. I realised that the fast pace sounds of the city were nowhere to be heard, 
it was almost silent but the constant sound of the seagulls gave me comfort. 
Even though I felt a million miles away for a minute, I knew I wasn’t too far 
from the main streets. I had seen these types of lanes before but never fully 
paid attention to them. It took the form of a street but was just about wide 
enough for one car and had no footpaths for pedestrians. There were openings 
from the rear of almost every plot onto the lane, some double doors, others 
single. A 2.5m high block wall ran the entire length, varying from plastered 
to exposed block work. Trying to fathom the politics of the laneway, I could 
see where many of these openings had been boarded up or filled in. Why did 
residents not want access anymore? Who had ownership over this neglected 
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space? It felt a lot like no man’s land, the backlands of the neighbourhoods.  
Completely taken-aback by the lack of life, I kept walking forward peeping 
back over my shoulder every few seconds...I genuinely felt uncomfortable. 

I thought it was coming to an end until I turned the corner and it continued 
again along another row of terraced housing. There was no escape route only 
to go back or continue forward into what seemed to be oblivion. My lack of 
understanding of the lane made me feel tense and uneasy, was I even allowed 
to be down here at all? What if someone catches me? Suddenly the ground 
shook beneath me. The rough sound of the rail joints in the tracks vibrating 
off the rusty wheel of the commuter train passing above me made me shiver. 
The passengers of the train looking down on me in this empty space with their 
passive stares made me realise that I probably appeared to be up to no good. 
I hurried back the way I came and as I reached the main road, the feeling of 
safety returned. There was a bustle of pedestrians, cars and buses; I could 
finally hear the sound of the city again!

Later that evening, I returned home and began my investigation into the 
laneways, taking a look into their history and trying to establish where they 
first emerged. Maps showed that they were developed as a result of the 
construction of the terraced houses that fronted the streets, their primary use 
was for access to the rear of properties. There is evidence of services such as 
foul sewer still running through some of the lanes in the area but not all. It is 
clear that these “laneways were historically more intact and in frequent use as 
integral routes in a functioning network throughout the north inner city”, even 
if their use was dominated by the residents of the area (Dublin City Council, 
2018).
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Fig 1.3
Existing Laneways of Ballybough



Fig 1.4
Drawing 1

Delapidation through the ages

II. Setting Out
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MATTERS OF CONCERN

“The mistake we made, the mistake I made, 
was to believe that there was no efficient way to 
criticise matters of fact except by moving away 
from them and directing one’s attention toward 
the conditions that made them possible” (Latour, 
2004). French philosopher Bruno Latour speaks 
strongly about shifting our thoughts from “matters 
of fact” to “matters of concern”(Latour, 2004). This 
shift happens when people get involved, finding 
a problem or taking action making it a matter of 
concern. Matters of fact represent the natural world 
and how nature is interpreted through science, on 
the other hand matters of concern represent the 
social world, how something relates to us. Once 
something relates to us, we begin to get involved 
and take action.

An Architectural example of a community getting 
involved and implementing action is the R-Urban 
project which is set up across two locations in 
France and one neighbourhood in London. It 
was set up by a research based practice, Atelier 
d’architecture autogérée (AAA), which translates 
to a studio for self directed architecture. It is 
made up of a group of architects from France 
and England who get together and work with 
different communities to increase urban resilience 
by introducing a network of locally run facilities. 
“R-Urban initiates locally closed ecological cycles 
that will support the emergence of alternative 
models of living, producing and consuming between 
the urban and the rural”(AAA, 2021). With their 
main objective being to tackle the current climate 
crisis by taking matters into their own hands, they 
provide “tools and resources to facilitate citizen 
involvement in this project, including accompanying 
emerging projects at local and regional levels that 
are working to meet the same ends”(AAA, 2021). 
R-Urban is made up of a collective of projects 
concerned with housing, urban architecture, 
economy and culture. “AgroCité” is one of their 
projects located in Colombes in France which deals 
with urban agriculture through the introduction of 
farms, community gardens, cultural and educational 
spaces with an all round emphasis on sustainable 
energy production throughrainwater harvesting and 
composting. 

Fig 1.5
Atelier d’architecture autogérée 

(AAA, 2021)
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When people come together to participate in something that is important to them, they tend to bring their passion 
with them. People within the NEIC have a strong sense of community and evidently care about their surroundings. 
Two well-known successful organisations within Dublin that engage people with their surroundings are Bloomin’ 
Crumlin and Crumlin Creative Climate Community. “Bloomin’ Crumlin is a community-led greening initiative 
focused on enhancing streets, green infrastructure (parks, green spaces, grass verges etc.) and biodiversity in the 
Crumlin and Kimmage area” (Bloomin’ Crumlin, 2022). The Crumlin and Crumlin Creative Climate Community 
is involved in an action plan funded by Creative Ireland that involves a series of events and often collaborates with 
different groups such as Bloomin’ Crumlin. These types of organisations allow the people of the community to 
address matters within the locality and create solutions such as litter clean ups and other important events. Being 
able to initiate change gives local residents a sense of empowerment which further strengthens their sense of 
community and in turn leads to pride of place. Tidy Towns is another example of this, and it runs within many towns 
and villages throughout the country. These are great examples of positive passion motivating action within people to 
take care of their surrounding environment. 

Parallel to Latour’s theory of moving from matters of fact to matters of concern. He wants us, as a society, to move 
away from a vocabulary of objects and instead move toward a vocabulary of “things”, into a notion that, in order for 
something to have reality, there are lots of entities participating in performing that thing, as a reality. What makes 
a thing a thing? It’s not just the object itself that makes it a thing. It is the action and agency around the object, it’s 
the object plus its engagement with people, it’s the object’s capacity to be used, its attractiveness and of course its 
flaws and much much more. These are what make objects things, and what gives them a “thingness” as described 
by Latour. Unsurprisingly, “thing” is the old word for parliament and it is still used today such as the Icelandic 
parliament “Althing” and “Thingmote” or “Thingmotha” that is found here in Dublin near Trinity College. It was a 
place that vikings used to meet for discussion, where all of the matters of concern of the time were discussed and 
addressed (Latour, 2004).

Fig 1.6
Tynwald Hill - Isle of Man 
Parliament 



“Objects too have agency: anything that modifies a state 
of affairs, acts. Things however, do not become actors, 
but actants. An actor takes action; an actant puts action 
in motion. It leaves a trace. ‘If action is limited to what 
intentional, meaningful humans do, it is hard to see how 
a hammer, a basket (…), or a tag could act (…)’, but we 
should focus on those things that make a difference ‘in the 
course of some other agent’s action’ (72). A speedbump, for 
example, makes a driver slow down, and is thus an actant.” 
(Veldman, 2021).  A thing being designed in a certain way 
produces an effect, the speed bump is a material object but 
it causes a social effect. The speed bump does not cause 
people to be more careful, it does not sit there telling the 
driver “you need to be more careful”. Instead, it makes the 
driver think “I need to protect my car therefore I will slow 
down”, and because of that, there is more safety in the area. 
This chain of effects happens from the agency of material, 
the material does not have intention but because the thing 
is designed in a certain way there are effects that happen 
in society as a result.“A thing is, in one sense, an object out 
there and, in another sense, an issue very much in there, at 
any rate, a gathering” (Latour, 2004).

Fig 1.7
Dining Tables

(Wigglesworth , 2002)
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A “gathering” is a collection of things that are analysed as the products of 
interactions between humans and non humans, they are the forces that cause 
something to come to be, they are the agents. Things happen because of the 
agency of everyone involved, they come together and make it a matter of 
concern. Similarly to the laneways in north inner city Dublin, they gather 
things. The lanes gather weeds, spraypainters, birds, foxes, illegal dumpers, 
and the list goes on. These people who spray paint along with the litterers are 
unknowingly working in conjunction with the weeds to make the lane a hostile 
environment for people that would traditionally use the manicured streets. 
Therefore, the weeds flourish because people are not present. Where the streets 
appear pristine, the lanes appear very different, the impurity of the space allows 
it to gather different things. The tattered mattress and old bookshelf combined 
with the weeds and graffiti are all of the agents that eventually make people 
react to the space, making it a matter of concern. David Hume a scottish 
philosopher had another theory that also relates to this as he believed, once 
something becomes a matter of concern our emotions are involved and this 
motivates action, action that is required to make a change. “A gathering, that 
is, a thing, an issue, inside a Thing, an arena, can be very sturdy, too, on the 
condition that the number of its participants, its ingredients, nonhumans as 
well as humans, not be limited in advance.” (Latour, 2004)

Fig 1.8
Site life analysis
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As noted earlier, matters of fact represent the natural world and how nature 
is interpreted through science, and in this particular setting this includes the 
local county council, planners, engineers and local stakeholders such as Croke 
Park. In contrast to the scientific research of matters of fact, matters of concern 
is a free space where even non-experts have a view. In these lanes, it is not just 
about these experts involved, it is about the people who live beside the lane, the 
people who use the lane, the people who pass through the lane, and the people 
who pass by the lane to get into Croke Park. The county council has concerns 
about access to the lanes and if they should be closed off or kept open to the 
public. These agents have common concerns about use, living beside this type of 
space, crossing this space, safety and lighting. The non-humans also have their 
own concerns, the birds worry about where they are going to nest, the foxes 
worry about where they are going to take shelter, the weeds worry about the 
certain environments they need to grow, and the list goes on.



I also have concerns, I am worried for the future of this space and I am 
worried about all of the agents involved, therefore I too become another 
agent. All of us, these agencies, bodies, people and animals have a say and 
make this space a matter of concern. It is about untangling the hard facts 
related to regulations, planning and various laws around the lanes and 
instead taking a look at it from a constructivist perspective. This is the 
perspective of everybody, and everybody has a view and the space is there 
because of everybody who impacts it. This is especially important because 
with the laneways in the NEIC being so ambiguous in nature, they give us 
a sense that they are a little bit outside of the law. It is not really clear as to 
what regulations govern these laneways and backlands and for that reason 
all of the agencies tend to be able to get away with something or other. The 
spraypainters get away with their graffiti, the illegal dumpers get away with 
disposing of their broken and unwanted belongings, also without receiving 
any fines as the lanes are so abandoned nobody sees them in the act. The 
neighbours who take over the lane to expand their garden are getting away 
with squatting and so on. For this reason it can be difficult to take action on 
these spaces due to all of the agents involved, there is so much uncertainty 
around this area prohibiting people from getting involved. The politics 
of things or what Latour calls “dingpolitics” within the lanes are unclear, 
therefore, a constructivist approach is necessary to develop the lanes and 
begin to take action. “Ding or Thing has for many centuries meant the issue 
that brings people together because it divides them” (Latour, 2016).

Through the lens of Chantelle Mouffe, all of these people would have a 
say and would essentially get their own way as Mouffe believes in catering 
for everyone and allowing space for multiple voices. Mouffe presents an 
argument for “agonism” over “antagonism” which allows for everything to 
happen as it does not offer one single solution (Mouffe, 2016). The public 
interest or the concern of all of the people, animals and semi state bodies 
involved should be dealt with together as an intertwined network of agents 
with one being a catalyst for the next as “it is not the sum of the private 
interests, nor the highest common denominator, nor even the total of 
enlightened self-interests”, it is the community as a whole (Mouffe, 1995). 
Mouffe talks about the public space being considered as a space “where 
consensus can emerge” but on the contrary, her agonistic approach defines 
the public space as a “battleground where different hegemonic projects are 
confronted, without any possibility of final reconciliation”(Mouffe, 1995). 
Mouffe understands that given the limitations of society, it is improbable 
that a consensus would be reached, especially in this case within these 
cryptic laneways that are made up of several different entities who all have 
an equal part to play.

“The acknowledgement that public space is founded on difference and 
conflicting interests is a view the theorists above share with Arendt. 
According to Arendt’s reasoning, plurality is a basic condition for both 
human existence and political life.” (Elmgreen and Dragset, 2021)
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Fig 1.9
Croke Park Laneway



MATTERS OF FACT 

“Public space is thus defined as an ambiguous zone, where communities are 
simultaneously created and challenged: a zone where social situations are 
staged, and where battles over territory are constantly fought through power 
struggles, debates and negotiations. A central point, furthermore, is that 
conflict is not a phenomenon inflicted from the outside on a basically free and 
harmoniously organised public space”(Elmgreen and Dragset, 2021).

These “enigmatic, neglected features of urban fabric”, are very much 
ambiguous in their nature. The traditional streets that the houses front are 
essentially the identity of neighbourhoods but the backlands that serve the 
rear of these properties are very different (Wolch et al., 2010). Laneways all 
across NEIC Dublin are in a constant state of dilapidation leading to their 
inevitable dereliction. Every year, more and more residents are closing up 
their access to the lanes from their back garden as they are seen as unsafe 
spaces to be, especially for residents with young children. There are very few 
examples of laneways in Dublin that have been transformed for the benefit 
of the residents in the community as there are so many governing laws that 
make this difficult. However, Dublin City Council took on a project with Sean 
Harrington Architects to develop a “laneway improvement strategy”, based on 
the initial findings of the “Reimagining Dublin One: initiative by Dublin City 
Architects” (Dublin City Council, 2018). Within this project they investigated 
18 laneways within the city, dividing them up into five types of lanes, creating 
pilot projects. The DCC and Sean Harrington Architects made conclusions 
and recommendations on how to transform these laneways into safe spaces to 
live, work, socialise and pass through. Recommendations were divided up into 
short, medium and long-term measures as guidelines for residents or other 
bodies to reference in the future if they were to take action on these lanes. 
Lighting, cleaning and removal of graffiti and litter were some of the short 
term measures that were going to be enforced by the council. Medium-term 
measures included reactivating spaces that open onto the lanes, along with 
pop up stalls and seasonal events. Long-term measures focused on extensive 
development of different types such as cafes, restaurants and even residential 
development. These types of proposals at the rear of properties could make 
landowners realise the value and potential of their properties enticing them to 
invest or privately develop in the lanes too. 

All of these measures were set out to increase footfall therefore achieving safety 
within the laneways. However, increased footfall poses another question. “Bill 
Hillier, a research professor at University College London, has written that 
there are two, opposite, schools of thought on the links between permeability 
of an area and the level of crime there: some believe that bringing more people 
through a street makes it safer, while others think keeping people out makes it 
safer” (Neylon, 2017). Jane Jacobs advocates for “eyes on the street” as a form 
of passive surveillance in ‘The Death and Life of the Great American Cities’ 
1962. While on the other hand Oscar Newman’s “Defensible Space” 1972 
argues that “having too many people in spaces creates exactly the anonymity 
that criminals need to access their victims, and so dilutes the ability of 
residents to police their own environment” (Hillier, 2008).
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Fig 2.0
Reimagining Dublin One Laneways

(DCC, 2018)



Hillier explored both of these conflicting theories through the use of space syntax. “Space 
syntax is a set of techniques for representing and analysing the street networks of cities in such 
a way as to bring to light underlying patterns and structures which influence patterns of activity 
in space, most notably movement and land use” (Hillier, 2008). Yes, increased density has 
been regularly assumed to be the cause of increased crime rates. However, streets allowing for 
pedestrian and vehicular movement are seen to provide an element of safety and security with 
their constant flow of movement and surveillance effect. 

Hillier concluded that local movement is beneficial however every area, whether open or 
closed, relates to its own context. “Local movement reduces risk, so residential areas should 
be designed to structure local through movement, while exercising care about large scale 
movement. Where there is larger scale movement, safer dwelling types should be used to 
balance eyes on the street with eyes from the street. Residential areas should be permeable 
enough to allow movement in all directions but no more. The over-provision of poorly used 
permeability is a crime hazard” (Hillier, 2008).

As part of my Thesis Engagement writing, I reviewed the Dublin City Council Draft 
Development Plan 2022-2028 that “sets out policies and objectives to guide how and where 
development will take place in the city over the lifetime of the Plan”. I put forward a public 
submission providing feedback  on some of their key objectives related to the NEIC area in 
particular which had significance to my chosen thesis topic. 

Under “Section 13.12 SDRA 10 – North East Inner City”, key objectives outline :

“To plan for improved connectivity and public amenity while utilising existing assets in the 
area.”

While I support this I believe they have not identified some assets in the area that would be 
completely suitable for improving connectivity and permeability. I have identified several 
laneways in the NEIC area that have massive potential to be turned into pedestrian and cycle 
corridors within the city that are removed from the heavily trafficked streets. 

Under Urban Structure the draft states:

“To reinforce the existing pedestrian spines identified in the Guiding Principles Map and to 
capitalise on these through targeted permeability interventions, increasing connectivity and 
stimulating pedestrian journeys throughout the area.”

Again I support this statement, however the draft goes on to identify some lanes as potential for 
mews development (see next point), which in my opinion would contradict the permeability 
interventions in these areas as part of the lanes would become blocked off if gardens were 
extended onto them for residential purposes.

14

Fig 2.1
Croke Park

(SHEmazing, 2022)



Thesis Development

Fig 2.2
Drawing 2 - Projection

“To encourage mews development in the locations identified in the Guiding Principles 
Map. This will provide greater activation along these lanes and facilitate greater use by 

pedestrians. Appropriate public lighting should be targeted at these locations.”

Activation of these derelict laneways is very important however this will not be done 
effectively through mews development. I have identified a large laneway that runs 

parallel to Clonliffe Road behind Croke Park, it is just short of 1km in length and the 
dart line runs above it. Activation through means of improved lighting, greening, pop-
up shops and stalls, outdoor gyms, etc would increase activity and passive surveillance. 

The laneways within the city are currently unmaintained and in a dilapidated state 
which lends them to increased antisocial behaviour, passive surveillance is necessary to 

promote the reduction of crime rates in these areas.

Again under Housing the drafts suggests “unlocking the residential potential of 
laneways, improving public realm, and increasing pedestrian permeability where 
possible”, I do not support residential development especially along this Laneway 

behind Croke Park as it has the potential to become a cultural hotspot and facilitate 
the residents in the area and influx of 82,000 people on match days that all need to be 

catered for. The laneways are lined with often unused old garden sheds of property 
owners, activation could entice owners to sell part of their property to allow for small 
business to set up shop onto these lanes. Rail embankments could also be reimagined 

to house development of small businesses such as coffee shops and stalls due to the 
thin nature of these sites.
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While the DCC case study is a useful source for 
developers to reference, it is key to make note that 
the laneways that DCC include in this case study 
are laneways located in the more commercialised 
areas of the city near the Liffey. Their case 
study does not extend to the lanways that exist 
in residential areas such as Clonliffe Road. 
They simply deem these spaces too narrow for 
development and possibly due to the fact that there 
is private ownership directly off the lanes making 
commercial development more complex. They have 
therefore not explored their potential. However, 
I believe that there is great potential for these 
spaces to give back to the community and create a 
greater sense of place while achieving “increased 
connectivity” as outlined as an objective of the 
current DCC Draft Development Plan.

In completing my research on both matters of 
concern and matters of fact within these laneways 
of the NEIC, I have realised that both aspects are 
very important, however I have become aware that 
both are addressed very differently. Matters of facts 
solutions include the identification of a problem 
and a fix it solution. For example, local county 
councils view these areas as potential for residential 
development only, just to assist in addressing 
the current housing crisis. Similarly, where they 
identify a high crime rate, they will either gate 
off the laneways or introduce additional lighting. 
But has any thought been given to the knock on 
effects of these implications? For example, how are 
the surrounding residents affected by additional 
lighting or reduced access due to a gated off 
laneway? It seems to be that matters of fact, while 
important, takes on a very one dimensional view.

On the other hand, matters of concern opens our 
eyes to all of the underlying agents beyond the 
immediate problem that need to be considered 
within these lanes such as the residents, the 
passer bys, the animals, the people who visit 
Croke Park on the match day, the train passengers 
overhead and also the potential visitors that have 
yet to experience the activation of this unique 
space. While dealing with matters of concern 
may not directly address any issue in its entirety 
such as crime, it deals with more than one issue 
to a degree which results in enhancement and 
improvement across the board. Matters of concern 
are multifunctional in that they provide an array of 
solutions.
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Fig 2.3
Matters of Fact vs. Matters of Concern

(Magnusson, 2022)
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THE SITE

The lack of exploration of the residential lanes 
in the DCC case study inspired me to consider 
an existing residential laneway as a potential 
site. The 1km long laneway parallel to Clonliffe 
Road and the train line sparked my interest as a 
potential site and kick started my research into 
the area of Ballybough. 

The findings from thesis stage 1 by Group 5 - 
“Life and Society” helped me to identify that 
the Ballybough area is primarily residential 
in its use and lacks amenities of all kinds. 
Although Croke Park takes up a large chunk 
of space and is recreational, it is very much 
private and does not aid the community day 
to day. According to the ArcGIS CSO data, 
the area is made up of approximately 16,000 
residents and they are served by the Western 
Commuter Train from Pearse Station to Sligo 
that Stops in Drumcondra train station which 
caters for a large catchment of commuters. 
There is also an influx of 82,000 people to the 
area on certain days of the year heading for 
Croke Park that are not catered for as there are 
no extra services provided.
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Fig 2.4
Site Location



TO MAYNOOTH + SLIGO

TO GALWAY, ROSCOMMON, MAYO, 
CORK, LIMERICK, KERRY, CARLOW + WATERFORD

TO WEXFORD + ROSSLARE EUROPORT
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Fig 2.5
Railway Connectivity
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I believe unlocking the potential of this 1km laneway would enrich the local community and 
also provide a support outlet for these event days. Croke park is one of the busiest stadiums 
in the world with approximately 90 fixtures per year of a sporting and entertainment nature. 
This has provoked the question of another train stop integrated with the stadium to facilitate 
these events but also cater for the 16,000 residents of the area on non match/concert days. 
Croke Park produces 4,500 tonnes of CO2 per year with an additional 15,000 tonnes being 
produced on event days, as a result of people travelling to and from the stadium from all 
over the country. The average household only produces 7.5 tonnes per year. Opening a train 
station at Croke Park would encourage more use of public transport as event goers would 
be able to get directly to the stadium thus reducing unsustainable car usage and assisting 
government efforts to cut CO2 emissions. Benefits to the local community would be reduced 
footfall along their pedestrian and traffic corridors on the event days as more people would 
avail of the public transport system with its direct connection to Croke Park.

Aside from the benefits from the introduction of a new station, the laneway would be 
activated through its entrance to the station and would serve as a thoroughfare away from the 
heavily trafficked streets. This relates back to the DCC Draft Development Plans objectives 
“To plan for improved connectivity and public amenity while utilising existing assets in the 
area.” However, I do not believe DCC deem these existing derelict laneways as assets to the 
area which I believe they are, and that they can improve the sense of community in the area, 
if developed and utilised appropriately.

Fig 2.6
Existing Section + CO2



The objectives that I have chosen for my studio project include:

•  Providing amenities for the local residents

•  Activating an unused space that would otherwise be left dilapidated

•  Implementing a sense of practicality in the area through enhanced 
    pedestrian and cycle networks, transport networks, security and access

•  Providing a sustainable solution that will contribute to the reduction of 
    Croke Park’s carbon emissions and the production of renewable energy

•  Improving local biodiversity

•  Creating an architectural project that is fitting to the laneway characteristics, 
    such as thinness and transparency

•  Creating thin architecture to facilitate the development of these laneways 
    and create a precedent for future development along the lanes

A solution for these laneways that would achieve the above objectives is similar 
to the views of Chantelle Mouffe as discussed earlier. The public interest or the 
concern of all of the people, animals and semi state bodies involved should 
be dealt with together as an intertwined network of agents with one being a 
catalyst for the next as “it is not the sum of the private interests, nor the highest 
common denominator, nor even the total of enlightened self-interests”, it is the 
community as a whole (Mouffe, 1995).

III. Design Development

20Fig 2.7
Final Design 



SPATIALISE DRAWING G-G (A3,1:150)

INITIAL CONCEPT

My initial design proposed a community hub and viewing platform with 
access directly off my chosen laneway, which also included a train station 
with underground access to Croke Park.

The viewing platform is a tall thin structure which was heavily inspired by 
Lina Bo Bardi’s Theatro Officina. I enjoyed how she stacked people vertically 
in her section whilst allowing them to observe the performance space 
provided at ground level. 

I envisioned this concept for my own design, however I imagined the 
performance space for my project to be the newly activated laneway. 
Concurrently, I wanted to provide transparency through my structure such 
that light would not be obstructed to the properties on the other side of the 
laneway. Whilst considering transparency, I quickly realised the potential 
to take advantage of the views of Croke Park, activating the structure from 
both sides.

The train station offers a connection to both the laneway and underground 
to Croke Park.

20 21Fig 2.8
Spatialise Drawing



CROKE PARK - DUBLIN

DEUTSCHES STADION - NUREMBURG

THE STADIUM

One could compare Croke Park’s stadium typology to that of Deutsches Stadion. While 
Albert Speers’ Greek stadium is often considered a beautiful piece of architecture, Croke 
Park is sometimes questioned as to whether it is “unfinished”.

My opinion is that both stadium have the common functionality of providing a unique 
experience to the users while also wanting to make a strong architectural statement. The 
Deutsches Stadion achieves this, but so does Croke Park. The fact that the stadium is not 
completely enclosed and uniform all the way around means that a unique experience is 
created for spectators in the area we call Hill 16.

Yes, there are practicalities around why this is the case; the existing railway line and 
terraced properties would restrict the “completion” of an enclosed stadium. And 
thankfully is this the case because accident or not, the iconic Hill 16 is a memorable 
experience.
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Fig 2.9
Typology Sketch

Fig 3.0
Hill 16
(Brosnan, 2022)



EXISTING SECTION A:A (A2,1:500)

EXISTING SECTION A:A (A2,1:200)

THE SCREEN

I developed a 3D model to observe how the viewing 
platform would fit in with the surrounding structures 
such as the terraced housing properties and Croke 
Park. I soon realised that the viewing platform was 
in direct conflict with the existing Croke Park display 
screen. Rather than reinvent my vision, I decided to 
invesitgate the existing display screen and wondered 
how I could perhaps have both structures compliment 
eachother.

Following a site visit to Croke 
Park and a review of the existing 
design of the display screen, I 
discovered that the screen itself 
sits on a prefrabicated control 
room which is sited on quiet a 
sophisticated concrete structure. 
This lead me to start exploring 
the opportunity of integrating 
both the existing display screen 
with my new viewing platform 
while keeping the existing 
structure in tack.

23

Fig 3.1
The Existing Screen
(O’ Connell, 2022)

Fig 3.2
Existing Section

Fig 3.3
3D Model of the 

two structures



PROPOSED SECTION A:A (A2,1:500)

PROPOSED SECTION A:A (A2,1:200)

PROPOSED SECTION A:A (A2,1:500)

PROPOSED SECTION A:A (A2,1:200)

STRUCTURE - EXISTING + PROPOSED

My final design includes the community hub structure sited on the existing dis-
play screen structural columns. The screen itself will be replaced by a new screen 
which makes up the facade on the southern side of the building, facing Croke 
Park. 

The existing embankment that the railway once sat on is now replaced by a se-
ries of columns supporting a suspended railway and new platform. The columns 
tie into the existing structural columns such that passengers and passerbys can 
gain a view out to Croke Park at platform level gain access to the building above.
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Fig 3.4
Proposed Section A:A

Fig 3.4
Proposed Section A:A

Fig 3.5
The Platform



PROPOSED GROUND FLOOR PLAN (A2,1:200)
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Fig 3.6
Proposed Ground Floor Plan



MATERIALITY

I incorporated a double column feature to 
reflect the narrow laneway which also cre-
ates everchanging shadows across the open 
space throughout the day.

Zumpthor’s Bruder Klaus inspired the 
earth-like look and feel for the materiality of 
columns to echo the embankment that once 
sat there.

26Fig 3.7
Proposed Section + Materiality

Fig 3.8
Bruder Klaus - Zumpthor

Fig 3.9
Sketch Model of Columns
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Fig 4.0
Beneath the Platform



EXISTING

PRE INTEGRATION

POST INTEGRATION

The removed of the embankment opened up the laneway, relieving pinch points in the exisitng plan 
which allows for a better flow of people. This is an important consideration when providing a train sta-
tion that caters for a national GAA stadium which hosts 82,000 people for  90+ days across the year.
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Fig 4.1
Open Space Study

Fig 4.2
Sketch Model - Open Space



The space will be actived with market stalls and street vendors thoughout the year
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Fig 3.6
Proposed Ground Floor Plan

Fig 4.3
Sketch Model - Market Stalls
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Fig 4.4
The Laneway - Market Stalls



MATERIALITY

I incorporated a Flitch type construction system for the structure of my 
building. This allowed for the layering of columns which allowed for 
thinner CLT timber members. This was important to enable me to achieve a 
lightweight transparent structure.
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Fig 4.5
Structural Model

Fig 4.6
Flitch Construction

Fig 4.7
Thin CLT Timber Members



I experimented with with the structure by changing the 
sizing and orientation of the structural columns which 
by doing so, created further transparency.

My initial design is shown on the left while my final 
design is shown on the right.

32Fig 4.8
Structural Model Study



CIRCULATION

Circulation is provided throughout the 
building via a stairwell which starts at 
platform level and a lift at laneway level. A 
larger public stair is provided at laneway level 
to allow for a flow of passengers coming and 
going from the train, and for users accessing 
the building. 

The northern platform platform has its own 
lift and public stair at opposite ends of the 
platform to get passengers from laneway level 
to platform level.

V+A’s Booktower and Alvar Aalto’s Villa 
Mairea inspired me in designing the stairwell 
for the community hub itself. I wanted to 
create an experience through circulation 
between the levels. The stairwell is enclosed by 
non-structural vertical timber members, these 
members also line the outside of the seating 
area at mezzanine level.
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Fig 4.9
Circulation

Fig 5.0
Villa Mairea - Alvar Aalto

Fig 5.1
V+A Booktower



PROPOSED 1ST FLOOR PLAN (A2,1:200)
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Fig 5.2
Proposed First Floor Plan - Platform Level



This section, taken further along the platform through 
Hill 16, illustrated how the new platform interfaces with 
the existing Croke Park stadium structure.

It is seen looking in the opposite direction in the image 
above

PROPOSED SECTION D:D (A2,1:500)

PROPOSED SECTION D:D (A2,1:200)
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Fig 5.3
Northern Platform

Fig 5.4
Proposed Section D:D



Making our way down the structure, 
the community hub has a lookout at top 
level for views to Croke Park, on match/
concert days this space can be exclusive 
to residents of the area to give back to the 
community.

A bar and restaurant is provided at the 
level below, providing views across Croke 
Park and Dublin city. 

There are two floor allocated for 
community space which are flexible to 
cater for a range of activities such as art 
classes, youth groups, yoga and more. 

A double height performance / exhibition 
space is provided directly above platform 
level which has seating at mezzanine level.
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Fig 3.4
Proposed Section A:A



THE NEW DISPLAY SCREEN

The south facing facade looking out onto Croke Park 
is made up of an in glass LED transparent screen. It 
was inspired by Algorithim’s Living Canvas - “Where 
Glass Meets Water” at Tropical Fruit Warehouse, the 
Quays, Dublin. Living Canvas is a cultural initaitive 
by IPUT which establishes new ways of exhibiting 
artworks in large scale outdoor installations in Dublin 
city centre.

My vision for this screen is that it provides a dual 
purpose in that it can allow transparentcy through the 
building but also provide privacy as needed across the 
various levels. 

The screen can be used for all events held at 
Croke Park and will also  unveil the double height 
performance space so that it is visbile from Croke 
Park providing interval entertainment.

37

Upon reflection, I would have like to develop the 
envelope of the building further, if given more time. I 
would have explored ventilation, undertaking a day-
light and solar assessment and investigated the poten-
tials for solar gain which would allow the project to be 
more environmentally sustainable, whilst ensuring the 
space would be comfotable for its users.

Fig 5.5
The New Display Screen

Fig 5.6
Living Canvas - “Where Glass Meets Water”



The NEIC and Dublin city’s future relies on the activation of derlict 
spaces such as the laneway identified in my thesis in order to stop 
the abandonment of these spaces sprawling further across the city. 
This is particularly important in the current climate where we have 
a housing crisis along side a high rise in mental health issues as 
activating spaces for public use and benefit will provide a sense of 
community, purpose and security.

The development of these spaces must ensure that “critical care” 
is within the fabric of the objectives and we need to inject the 
urgency of Fitz and Krasny into this care as they deem it to be a 
potential force for the future of the city. I have considered this 
theory in developing my project and believe that what I have 
proposed provides care for the material, social and environmental 
and infrastructural fabric of the city.

Integration of the new community hub and train station with 
Croke Park and the laneway will activate the once abandoned and 
derlict space, removing the heightened risk of antisocial behaviour, 
bringing it back to life. The community hub will provide an outlet 
for local organisations to utilise the spaces within the building, and 
its location beside a national stadium will draw additional tourism 
and generate more revenue or the area. The market space will 
provide an area for local vendors to set up, creating an ideal space 
where employment can thrive.

The materiality of the building has given consideration to the local 
residents with its tranparency such that light is not obstructed, in 
contrast to Croke Park. The choice of timber as my main material 
for the structure itself is also in contract to Croke Park’s concrete 
bulkiness and is a better more environmental sustainable choice. 
The train station being provided will aid the reducion of the extra 
15,000 tonnes of CO2 that Croke Park produces as a result of fans 
travelling to and from the stadium but will also provide further 
connectivity for local residents. 

IV. Conclusion

38Fig 5.7
Final Design + Screen
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Fig 5.8

Match Day



PROPOSED SECTION E:E (A2,1:500)

PROPOSED SECTION E:E (A2,1:200)
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V. Appendix

Fig 5.9
Proposed Section E:E



PROPOSED SECTION E:E (A2,1:500)

PROPOSED SECTION E:E (A2,1:200)
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Fig 6.0
Inside The Stadium
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